Morning Worship for the Lord’s Day
October 25, 2020
“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in the
pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am
bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not
recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. Amen.”
–Martin Luther

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE–Prepare your heart and mind for worship
THE CALL TO WORSHIP–Psalm 90:1-2
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.

ELDER PRAYER
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN–A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN–Doxology
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NEW TESTAMENT READING–1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
CONFESSION OF FAITH–Heidelberg Catechism (Q. 60-65)
Worship Leader: How are you righteous before God?
The Congregation: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience accuse me,
that I have grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, and have never kept any of
them, and am still prone always to all evil; yet God without any merit of mine, of mere grace,
grants and imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had
never committed nor had any sin, and had myself accomplished all the obedience which Christ
has fulfilled for me; if only I accept such benefit with a believing heart.
Worship Leader: Why do you say that you are righteous by faith only?
The Congregation: Not that I am acceptable to God on account of the worthiness of my faith, but
because only the satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ is my righteousness before
God and I can receive the same and make it my own in no other way than by faith only.
Worship Leader: But why cannot our good works be the whole or part of our righteousness before
God?
The Congregation: Because the righteousness which can stand before the judgment-seat of God,
must be perfect throughout and wholly conformable to the divine law; but even our best works in
this life are all imperfect and defiled with sin.
3

Worship Leader: Do our good works merit nothing, even though it is God’s will to reward them
in this life and in that which is to come?
The Congregation: The reward comes not of merit, but of grace.
Worship Leader: But does not this doctrine make men careless and profane?
The Congregation: No, for it is impossible that those who are implanted into Christ by true faith,
should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness.
Worship Leader: Since then we are made partakers of Christ and all His benefits by faith only,
from where comes this faith?
The Congregation: The Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts by the preaching of the Holy Gospel,
and confirms it by the use of the Holy Sacraments.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN–Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
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OLD TESTAMENT READING–1 Samuel 26:1-25
SERMON–Tough and Tender

Pastor Doug Agnew

HYMN OF RESPONSE–Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God

BENEDICTION

Tithes and oﬀerings will be collected at the exits as you leave the service.
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